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Composer’sNotes

Deep under the Pacific Ocean in the Marianas Trench lies the Challenger Deep -- the deepest place on earth. Despite
immense pressure, frigid water and near darkness, this unimaginably hostile environment holdsdiverselife forms.
Manned exploration poses challenges similar to those of space exploration. Challenger Deep impressionistically
depicts the deep ocean's remarkable, wonderful, bizarre, magnificent environment and its rarely-witnessed life
forms. The score features unusual harmoniesemploying the deepest sonorities of the contrabass and cell o sections.
The upper strings moving lines depict darting sea creatures and objects slowly dropping for miles underwater.
Several musical devices convey theideaof enormous depth, including chromatic passages with lowered notes and
themesthat gradually transposelower and lower.

PerformanceNotes

For grade 3.5+ string orchestra:
Violinl

Violinll

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass(or Cellol1)

About theComposer

Marcia Stockton (ASCAP) has been writing serious music since 1995. In 2013 she started offering her
compositionsto the public and began composing new works, quickly securing publication contracts and premiere
performances. Marciais one of the professional musicians who volunteers with the Carson Valley Sinfonia, a
unique community orchestrain rural Nevadathat givesstring studentsthe opportunity to gain experience playingin
anensemble. The Sinfoniahaspremiered many new piecesand ignited many careersinmusic. Marciaalsoteaches
cello. Marcia majored in music theory at Swarthmore College (1975) and studied with eminent cellists of the
Philadelphia Orchestra. For nearly two decades she was a senior technical staff member and Master Inventor at
IBM. Sheand her husband Greg then lived a pioneering life on a backcountry cattle ranch in the southern Sierra
Nevada, tending auniquewildernesssite. Withtwo catsand two horses, they now livein northern Nevada's Carson
Valley. For moreinformationvisit her website: Joyful Music Creations, marciastockton.com.
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